Deforestation & Livestock

The rainforests act as the air conditioners to the world, providing much of the world’s fresh water, and regulating the overall temperature. But when they are burned down, they release CO2 into the atmosphere and disrupt the ecosystem of the entire planet.

Prince Charles said last year that we have 18 months to act on Global Warming by saving the world’s rainforests, or face a Global Warming disaster. His idea is a profoundly simple one. Deforestation is responsible for 20% of human-caused emissions, and if we can make the rainforests more valuable alive than dead, we can immediately give ourselves time in the race against climate change.

There are three main regions in which deforestation is most intense and threatening the health of our planet. These include Asia, where palm oil is being grown for biofuel and other sources, Africa, where encroaching desertification is pushing people into the forests for more farm land, and Latin America, where the greatest driver is cattle ranching and growing large mono-crops, such as corn and soya, the majority of which is fed to livestock. The two largest areas of ongoing deforestation are Indonesia for palm oil, and Brazil, for cattle grazing and raising feed crops for animals.

Because such a large portion of global tropical rainforest deforestation is related to either grazing cattle or raising feed crops for animal, it is clear that by halting our demand for meat and dairy, we can immediately have a big effect on preserving our planet. 

"We are asking for something pretty dreadful unless we really understand the issues now and [the] urgency of them...We will end up seeing more drought and starvation on a grand scale. Weather patterns will become even more terrifying and there will be less and less rainfall." Prince Charles


In referring to the Amazon rainforest - "Between August 2003 and August 2004, 27,200km2 - an area the size of Belgium - was lost. Three-quarters of this destruction was illegal. That's an area 10km long by 7.5km wide lost every day. More than 3km2 every hour, or a football pitch every eight seconds."

The Brazilian rainforest is an area which has been severely affected by the devastation, as hundreds of tractors work to demolish the forest at an alarming rate. This makes Brazil, which is a relatively undeveloped country, the world's 4th largest climate polluter. Most of Brazil's pollution comes from the clearing and burning of the Amazon.

The United Nations estimates that in the Brazilian Amazon, 70% of the deforestation has been done for cattle grazing. Since 2004, Brazil has been the world's top exporter of beef, and in 2007, it exported more beef than the countries that ranked 2nd and 3rd put together. 

Brazil has also become one of the world's largest exporters of soya, supplying much of the world's livestock with feed. After a few years of grazing, the cattle ranchers sell their lands to either soya farmers or sugar farmers, although demand in recent years has been great enough that soya farmers also take down the rainforest directly. The soya is then exported, ending up as animal feed for cows, chickens and pigs across the globe. 

The best way to stop the clearing of the world's rainforests is to halt demand for the products coming out of them. The quickest way to do this in the Amazon and many other rainforests is to stop eating meat and dairy.

"Time is simply not on our side, but nothing ventured, nothing gained...Failure is inconceivable." Prince Charles 

Videos

Deforestation

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zaysPpjGHy0&amp
